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Leaf Pick-up
The Village Highway Department will begin picking up leaves during the
week of November 3rd. Please do not put out leaves for pick-up earlier than
November 1st. Leaves must be on the shoulder of the street by December
15th in order to be picked up. Do not pile leaves around fire hydrants or
utility equipment.

DO NOT USE PLASTIC BAGS. They will not be picked up, and you will
have to remove them.

No brush, such as twigs and branches, or lawn cuttings will be taken away,
and mixing this debris with leaves will result in the leaves not being re-
moved. Brush with branches up to 3”in diameter may be taken to the West-
hampton and other Town of Southampton recycling facilities. For more
information, go to www.southamptontownny.gov. In addition to the forego-
ing, property owners and landscapers who take leaves (only) from a Quogue
property may make arrangements with the Quogue Highway Department

to dump them at the highway yard. That will avoid having piles in front of
your property waiting to be picked up and blowing back onto your lawn.

Quogue Bridge Maintenance

The Suffolk County Department of Public Works, using an outside con-
tractor, is in the process of completing the bridge maintenance project that
started last year. This fall the principal work being done is electrical and
mechanical. The bridge will generally not be passable by cars and pedestri-
ans between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. on weekdays. The work is
scheduled to be completed by the end of the year.

House Numbers

The Quogue Code requires property owners to display visibly the property’s
assigned street number. If you have not done so, please correct this failure
immediately. Police, Fire Department and ambulance personnel rely on
these numbers, and failure to display them prominently causes confusion
and delay at a time when the consequences could be tragic.

Sign up for the Code Red Alert System

Suffolk County maintains an automated telephonic warning system that will
alert residents and provide information in the event of an emergency. The
system can be connected to a land line, your cell phone or both, but you
must sign up. The process of doing so only takes a couple of minutes. Go to
the Suffolk County website, www.suffolkcountyny.gov, click on the “Public
Safety” tab and then click on the heading for the Department of Fire, Res-
cue and Emergency Services. You will see the Code Red symbol inviting
you to sign up. Click and follow the easy instructions.



Fire Department Pancake Breakfast

If you are in Quogue over Thanksgiving weekend, please plan to bring the family to the Quogue Fire
Department’s annual pancake breakfast on Sunday, November 30, between 8:00 a.m. and 12:00 Noon
and purchase a lot of chances to win great prizes in the Chinese auction. The volunteer men and women
of the Department will appreciate your show of support very much.

Consent to Allow Deer Hunting
If you wish to allow licensed bow hunters to hunt on your property and have not completed a written
consent, please contact Chris Osborne at the Village Office. It is necessary to complete a consent form

on an annual basis.

Dune Road Elevation

The DEC has issued the permit allowing the Village of Quogue to undertake the elevation of Dune
Road. We can now prepare actual construction drawings and specifications. Unfortunately, we have had
no word on our application for a hazard mitigation grant that was submitted a year ago. Construction,
which would have to be undertaken in the fall months primarily, cannot be commenced before a deci-
sion on the grant application. We are also hopeful that the effort, led by the Town of Southampton with
the assistance of Congressman Tim Bishop, to have the Army Corps of Engineers undertake this project
will be successful. :

Beach Nourishment—What Have We Learned and Where Are We Now?

In 2010, in the aftermath of a very damaging nor’easter in November 2009 that, among other things,
took out the dune at the Village Beach Facility and destroyed a large portion of the improvements there,
the Board of Trustees decided to seek permits to undertake a beach nourishment project in the Village.
Beach nourishment entails pumping large volumes of sand (approximately 1.1 million cubic yards in
the case of a project in Quogue) from a borrow site about a mile offshore onto the shoreline to create

a wider, better-configured beach. The Save the Dunes and Beaches Foundation agreed to pay the cost
of the permitting process, estimated at the time at $100,000. The accompanying agreement explicitly
states that there was no commitment on the part of the Village to undertake a nourishment project, and
there has been no subsequent determination on the part of the Village to do so. The publication of notice
by the DEC of the completion of the application generated a letter-writing campaign by many Quogue
residents against the issuance of the permit. To date the necessary permits have not been issued.

This past summer there were three informative programs in the Village that addressed the subject of
beach nourishment. In June, the Save the Dunes and Beaches Foundation sponsored Jay Tanski, a
Coastal Processes and Facilities Specialist based in Stony Brook with New York Sea Grant, a coopera-
tive program of the State University of New York and Cornell University, and author of “Long Island’s
Dynamic South Shore: a Primer on the Forces and Trends Shaping our Coast,” and Dr. David Basco, a
professor and the Director of the Coastal Engineering Center at Old Dominion University in Norfolk,
Virginia. In August, the Concerned Citizens of Quogue sponsored Cornelia Dean as a speaker in a pro-
gram moderated by Dr. Rob-Young. Ms. Dean is a science writer for The New York Times and lecturer
at Harvard University. She is the author of the 1999 book “Against the Tides: The Battle for America’s
Beaches™ and recently (September 29) wrote an article in the Times entitled “Growing, and Growing
Vulnerable: Barrier Islands feeling the Effects of Climate Change.” Dr. Young is a Professor of Coastal
Geology and the Director of the Program for the Study of Developed Shorelines at Western Carolina



University and a frequent writer on the subject of coastal management and mis-management. A recent
(August 22) article by him in The New York Times criticized a proposed project to pump sand on the
beaches of Fire Island, calling it a “colossal waste of money.” Lastly, the Save the Dunes and Beaches
Foundation sponsored a program later in August that addressed the historical beach erosion in our area,
existing beach conditions and some of the science of beach dynamics. The program also had a segment
on the cost of a project and how it might be financed. Featured speakers were Aram Terchunian of First
Coastal Corporation in Westhampton Beach, who has been in charge of the permit application process
for the Village and also involved in many nourishment projects in Long Island, including those in New
York City, Westhampton Dunes and S agaponack/Bridgehampton, and Noah Nadelson of Munistat Ser-
vices, Inc., an expert in municipal finance and financial advisor to many municipalities in Long Island
in connection with their bond issues. The following are the principal takeaways of the Mayor and Trust-
ees based on these sessions and other available information.

® There is long-term coastal erosion in our area of about 1.5 feet per year. In the short term,
erosion can be more or less based mainly on the presence or absence of storm, particularly
nor’easters, which tend to be more frequent and more destructive to the beach than hurricanes.

® There is no comprehensive national plan or consensus on how best to handle beach issues.
There should be one. The subject should be discussed. On the other hand, the wait for a
consensus to develop is likely to be a long one and equivalent to a decision to do nothing for the
foreseeable future.

® The Quogue beach (a term that includes the visible beach, the near shore beach and the dunes)
suffers from a significant sand deficit, and that deficit is worse in the eastern part of the Village
than it is in the western part.

® Beach nourishment has been utilized in a number of places in Long Island, in some of them for
quite a long time. ' -

® Long Island is a better location than many others to employ beach nourishment because it has a
modest erosion rate and an abundant supply of sand that is nearby.

® Beach nourishment has worked in a lot of places, although there have also been a number of well-
publicized failures.

® If undertaken, a beach nourishment project must be monitored closely while it is underway, and
after completion maintenance will be required to maintain its effectiveness. Beach nourishment
is very expensive. A working number for a project in Quogue is $15,000,000. Such a project
would be projected to have a 10-year life and, consistent with New York law, would likely be
financed with a 10-year bond issue—that is, a bond issue that is structured to be retired over a 10-
year period with an annual payment of principal and interest (debt service) that is approximately
the same each year. Because of its strong financial position and tax base, the Village of Quogue
would likely find an enthusiastic market reception for such a bond issue.

¢ Using an assumed rate of interest that is reasonably conservative (3.25%), the annual debt service
would be in the range of $1,780,000. That is approximately 22.4% of the Village’s budgeted
spending in the current fiscal year and would represent approximately $0.57 per thousand of
assessed value of all taxable real property in the Village. (The total assessed value of taxable
real estate in the Village is approximately $3.1 billion.) Put another way, that figure spread on a
Village-wide basis would mean $572 in additional property taxes annually for a property assessed
at $1,000,000.



® New York State law provides more than one way in which a project of this nature can be _
financed. It can be financed on a Village-wide basis, with the result outlined above. Or follow
ing public hearings, the Board of Trustees may make findings that certain properties are benefited
specially by an improvement, and the cost may be assessed against those properties or partially
against those properties and partially on a Village-wide basis. That procéss would have a dramatic
effect on the cost allocation. One example presented at the third session last summer showed that
if 80% of the cost were allocated to beachfront properties and 20% to the balance of the Village,
a beachfront property owner would be taxed annually at approximately $2,935 per $1,000,000
of assessed value and other property owners would be taxed annually at approximately $136 per
$1,000,000 of assessed value. Obviously, other possibilities exist.

The issue of beach nourishment is complicated and important—both as to whether it should be
undertaken and, if so, the allocation of costs. Public input is vital, of course, and ultimately a project
must have broad public support in order to proceed. If and when the DEC permit is issued, we intend to
hold informal sessions at which views can be expressed. These meetings will be in addition to whatever
formal hearings that may be required.



